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New Equi report reveals low-fee independent Islamic schools are delivering some of the strongest
educational outcomes in the country, at a fraction of the cost of both mainstream independent and
state schools.

A major new study from policy think tank Equi, Faith-Led, Results-Driven: Unlocking the Potential of Islamic
Schools, shows that low-fee independent Islamic schools are consistently outperforming national
academic benchmarks while charging an average of just £4,000 per pupil, less than half the cost of state-
funded- education and far below the £19,000 average fee of mainstream independent schools.

Drawing on Ofsted and Independent Schools Inspectorate (ISl) inspections, exam results and ten in-depth
case studies based on interviews with headteachers and education specialists, the report highlights a
sector that combines academic excellence, strong moral development and deep community engagement,
offering one of the clearest examples of best-value- education provision in the UK.

Key findings include:

e Independent Islamic schools outperform national averages in GCSE Attainment 8, English and Maths,
and EBacc scores. Average performance from independent faith schools across eight subjects was
36% above the national average, despite them operating at around 49% less income per pupil
compared to state schools and 78% less than independent day school pupils.

e Primary level SATs results are well above national benchmarks, with the majority of schools exceeding
the national average in the percentage of students meeting the expected standards in core subjects.

e 86% of Islamic schools inspected by Ofsted are rated Good or Outstanding, with only 1% rated
Inadequate, three-times lower than the national average.

e Schools deliver high achievement on modest budgets, supported by community involvement,
charitable giving and mission-driven leadership.

e Values-based education strengthens both academic ambition and personal development, fostering
confident, outward-looking British citizens.

e Admissions policies are open to all faiths, challenging assumptions about insularity and demonstrating
strong commitments to inclusion and shared British values.

Professor Javed Khan OBE, Equi’s Managing Director said “This report shows what too many policymakers
have missed: independent Islamic schools are delivering exceptional results on shoestring budgets. They
prove that values-driven, community-centred education can raise attainment, strengthen identity- and
build responsible citizens, all whilst costing the taxpayer far less. At a time when the education system is
under strain, these schools offer lessons the whole sector should be learning from.”

The report warns that rising costs, including VAT on school fees, threaten the sustainability of low-fee
Islamic schools. If the ten featured schools were to close, the cost to the government of educating their
pupils in the state sector would exceed £20 million, far outweighing the £1.4 million raised through VAT.

Policy Recommendations Include:

e DfE should convene structured learning-sharing between independent Islamic faith school leaders and
other education providers.

e Local authorities should support interfaith and inter-school initiatives that build cross-community
understanding, such as open days, fairs, local events.

o DfE must ensure access to regional and national teacher training, for teachers in independent Islamic
faith schools.

« HMT and DfE should explore a VAT exemption threshold for low-fee independent schools.

¢ Inspecting bodies should recognise the strong outcomes, despite resource constraints. Inspection
frameworks should factor in the public value low-fee schools provide.

The findings challenge long held assumptions about faith schools and social cohesion. Rather than
isolating pupils, the study shows that Islamic schools embed British values, promote civic
responsibility and cultivate strong moral character, demonstrating how faith-informed education can be
a powerful driver of inclusion and aspiration.

For interviews, media, or a full copy of the report, contact: media@equi.org.uk / +44 (0)7946 381 453

About Equi: A leading British Muslim think tank, producing evidence-based research and policy proposals that address
inequality, cohesion, and faith-literate governance in modern Britain. | www.equi.org.uk
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